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Letters to the Editors 





Something Will Come from the Loud Speakers 





Why Not Christmas Carols? 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 

I HAVE JUST READ Dr. Crowe's “Mer- 
chants and Christmas Hymns” in the edi- 
torial column of November 27. The article 
is good and I agree heartily with all the 
writer says about the un-Christian ways 
we have of commercializing Christmas, 
with one exception: I object to removing 
Christmas carols from the air, in spite of 
“the loud speakers blaring forth the most 
sacred hymns as dollar-catchers.” ... I 
enjoy hearing “the most sacred hymns of 
the church” broadcast during the Christ- 
mas season even if they are loud, long, and 
lusty. It may be bad taste, but it gives 
me a lift and makes me feel Christmasy 
inside. 

If our fine hymns are so “sacred” that 
they are to be reserved for stated, formal 
church worship, then they will lose much 
of the original purpose of the writers and 
composers. Hearing and singing Christ- 
mas carols is a mighty fine avenue of ap- 
proach to a realization of the genuine 
meaning of Christmas. Then, too, it’s a 
wonderful means of unconsciously teach- 
ing their words and melodies to the 
masses. Americans are constantly being 
accused of not knowing the second stanza 
of their national anthem, We Presby- 
terlans are often guilty of skipping the 
intermediate stanzas of our hymns. Now 
let’s be honest. Do we Know all the 
- stanzas of a sizable group of Christmas 


hymns? While eating at a sidewalk cafe 
in Italy a number of years ago, I was 
amazed when a dirty, tattered street 


urchin came blithely up to our table sing- 
ing in his childish, untutored voice an aria 
from one of the less-known operas. I am 
afraid many American youngsters chosen 
at random from our streets are alarmingly 
unfamiliar with “long-haired” music of 
any sort, with good church hymns and 
even with Christmas carols. They are too 
busy listening to “Goodnight Irene” and 
the song that centers around the theme, 
“I love you a bushel and a peck and a hug 


around the neck.” Let’s continue the 
Christmas hymns on the loud speakers. 
Instead of cheapening the hymns, it 


familiarizes them to many who would 
otherwise never bother to learn them. 
MY OFFICE in the college where I work 





We Teach 


‘*Confident Living’’ 


We encourage our students to see the 
brightness rather than the gloom, to note 
the forward march of Christendom rather 
than the retreat of a few and to know that 
“the shall 


should bow 


day come when every knee 


and that every tongue 


should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father.” 


SCHREINER 
PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE 


Andrew Edington, Pres. 


Kerrville, Texas 





overlooks “the corner”’—a favorite gather- 
ing place and shopping center where hun- 
dreds of college students spend many 
hours daily—eating, browsing, playing 
games or just plain loafing and milling 
about while “waiting for the next class.” 
Every year a music shop nearby uses 
Chrismas carols on its loud speakers dur- 
ing the Christmas season. The air is 
literally saturated with carols and it’s true 
the loud speakers are “blaring.” But the 
boy who sweeps out the cleaning estab- 
lishment across from the college whistles 
“O Little Town of Bethlehem” as he 
swings his broom; the grocer boy, during 
a slack period, softly hums “O Come, All 
Ye Faithful” as he measures out sugar 
and potatoes. . 

You say constant repetition makes 
everything meaningless even in matters 
pertaining to religion, and the weekly use 
of the Lord’s Prayer in the Sunday morn- 
ing ritual is the usual example cited. Per- 
haps there is some truth in that state- 
ment but, in my opinion, there is more 
truth in the fact that repetition is a 
mighty fine method of creating, develop- 
ing and deepening impressions, ideas, con- 
victions, At the risk of taking Christmas 
carols “for granted,” let’s continue broad- 
casting them in our market places and I 
believe the benefits derived will far out- 
weigh any questionable results. 


ANOTHER THING, I’m not sure that we 
always know if some of the high-powered 
artists who sing over the radio are “un- 
believers” and “scoffers of our holy faith,” 
unless we know them personally and even 
then we can’t be positive. My guess is 
that very few of us who listen to radio 
programs ever stop to question the artist's 
faith and religious views; we're too self- 
satisfied and contented. 

Quite often we are too prone to say that 
nothing good can come out of the enter- 
tainment world of high-salaried per- 
formers; we judge and condemn the whole 
lot by the few that are highly-publicized. 
And who knows what effect even a simple 
Christmas carol may have on an “unbe- 
liever” who is merely singing for the 
money that’s in it! 

Whatever else may be said of the age 
in which we live, it is definitely a radio 
age. The radio and its artists, Christian 
and pagan, are here to stay; we might as 
well face the fact that loud speakers are 
going to broadcast something at Christmas 





Davis and Elkins College 
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A four-year college for men and 
women. 

Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 
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and thorough scholarship. 
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student. 
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time in all our shopping districts. I vote 
for Christmas carols. Sure, something 
could and should be done at the market 
places to “save Christmas from being 
drowned in the carnival” but let’s con- 
tinue broadcasting the carols and let's 
make church hymns the last thing to be 
discarded, and if and when we do take the 
carols off the air at Christmas time, let’s 
be sure we have a very good substitute to 
take their place. 


HILDA HUGON (Mrs. T. M.) 
CUNNINGHAM. 


Denton, Texas. 


Report on Kagawa 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 


The Kagawa meeting was a great suc- 
cess in Lexington, Ky, Over 6,000 heard 
him in the new coliseum of the University 
of Kentucky, and the offering of $1,868.70 
was almost enough to build two new rural 
churches. He was greatly pleased and 
said that it was one of the best meetings 
that he had held in America. . 

In the Louisville Theological Seminary 
his address on the Prison Epistles of the 
Apostle Paul was illuminated by his 
Studies of the Grecian Philosophers, and 
deeply appreciated by the faculty and stu- 
dents. At the night meeting in the me- 
morial auditorium 1,500 were in atten- 
dance, and the offering amounted to $840. 

Dr. Kagawa’s visit is drawing to a close. 
He will have made 400 addresses in 170 of 
our cities, and invitations to 250 more 
cities had to be declined as he is return- 
ing to Japan for his work... . 

CHARLES A. LOGAN. 

Lexington, Ky. 


Comment on Cleveland 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 


- While familiar professional names 
occur frequently in the new National 
Council staff and its General Board, there 
is a healthy number of newer men and wo- 
men who are beginning to represent their 
respective denominations. The future suc- 
cess of the National Council lies, in large 
measure, with these newer representatives 
who will share the heavy responsibility of 
interpreting the broad implications of the 
National Council to the narrower specifics 
of the local churches and to the individual 
Christians who make up the churches, 

“Cleveland” was great! The National 
Council of Churches of Christ in the United 
States of America is now a reality; it is 
a fact. You and I need to interpret it and 
to work with it, and through it, to make 
Christianity live in the life of today. 
Through us it will be carried forward into 
a significant place in the life of the United 
States of tomorrow. 

GROVER WILSON. 
Yale Divinity School, New Haven, Conn. 


FLORA MACDONALD 
COLLEGE 


Red Springs, N. C. 
A rich educational experience 
ina 
Joyous Christian atmosphere 
Marshall Scott Woodson 
President 
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Montreat Servants’ 


Quarters Destroyed 


In $25,000 Damage 


Plans Are Made for Rebuilding 


30-Room Facilities Near Inn 


Montreat, N. C. (PN)—Plans to re- 
build the 30-room servants’ annex to 
Assembly Inn, Montreat, N. C., which 
was recently gutted by fire, have been 
announced by J. R. McGregor, president 
of the Mountain Retreat Association. 
The fire, of undetermined origin, caused 
damages estimated at $25,000. 

Twelve employees were occupying the 
structure at the time the blaze started 
about 7:45 p. m. All escaped without 
injury. The Black Mountain Fire De- 
partment brought the fire under control 
an hour later. 

The green shack-type buildings below 
the Assembly Inn were high on the Mon- 
treat list for replacement. Dr. Mce- 
Gregor and the directors had indicated in 
reports to the church that in their judg- 
ment no need at Montreat was mors 
urgent than to provide better living 
quarters for the servants. Until two 
years ago commissioners to the General 
Assembly from Snedecor synod has been 
housed in these buildings during the 
annual meeting. 
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SMITH: To lead church’s 
vocation service. 


Charlotte Store Executive to 
Join Board of Education Staff 


Dallas H. Smith, superintendent of 
Ivey’s department store of Charlotte, 
N. C., will join the staff of the Assem- 
bly’s Board of Education in Richmond 
in January as director of the department 
of Christian Vocation. 

The new department in the division 
of higher education has been estab- 
lished, according to Hunter B. Blakely, 
secretary of the division, ‘“‘in accordance 
with instructions from the 1950 General 
Assembly and in response to a widely 
expressed desire throughout the whole 
church.”’ 

The department will conduct a guid- 
ance program to ‘‘help people discover 
God’s plan for their lives and vocations”’ 
and will seek to interpret employment in 
terms of the will of God for individuals. 
Other functions include recruiting young 
people for church vocations, conducting 
a placement service for some types of 
work, making available personnel guid- 
ance and psychological testing to stu- 
dents and related functions. 

The new director has been associated 
with several important business con- 
cerns, with particular responsibility and 
experience in personnel management 
and public relations. He is 46 years old, 
a native of West Virginia, and a grad- 
uate of Johns Hopkins University. He 
is a member of the Myers Park church 
in Charlotte and has been active in 
church and civic affairs. 

Dr. Blakely indicates that the new di- 
rector’s first assignment will be to make 
a study of the whole work of guidance 
in the field of vocation, as conducted 
by other churches and as developed by 
universities and business organizations. 


ARP Laymen Initiate 


Movement to Unite 


With SouthernChurch 


No Ministers Allowed in 


Newly-Formed Organization 


Associate Reformed Presbyterian lay- 
men are taking steps which they hope 
will lead to the union of their church 
with the Presbyterian Church, US. 

On a recent Sunday 27 men from 16 
churches in Mecklenburg and _ Iredell 
countries met in Charlotte, N. C., dis- 
cussed the question, and expressed 
unanimous sentiment in favor of peti- 
tioning the denomination’s General 
Synod to ‘‘give first and favorable con- 
sideration”’ to this union. 


Urge “Prior Consideration” 


The ARP church has been in discus- 
sions with representatives of the United 
Presbyterian looking toward the union 
of those two churches, but the laymen 
who met recently seemed to feel that 
union with the US church should be a 
prior consideration for these reasons: 

—the groups have a natural affinity; 

—many ministers trained in the ARP 
college of Erskine are serving in the 
Southern church and ministers trained 
in colleges and seminaries of the South- 
ern church are filling ARP pulpits; 

—the families of the two denomina- 
tions intermarry and thus enhance the 
relationship of the two churches; 

—union of the ARP and Southern 
churches will help eliminate the current 
duplication of effort and provide for the 
enriched growth of both bodies. 

This laymen’s movement rules minis- 
ters ineligible to join it and seeks to 
enlist men across the ARP church to 
help to hasten the day when union is 
possible. No ARP ministers were in- 
vited to the recent meeting. Harvey S. 
White, a member of the First ARP 
church of Charlotte, was named chair- 
man of an executive committee which 
will act as a steering group. The next 
step is expected to be a meeting of the 
elders and deacons of the churches in 
the First Presbytery. 


Strength in Carolinas 

The ARP church has approximately 
25,000 members in 142 churches, with 
the bulk of its strength in North and 
South Carolina. The church was for- 
merly asynod of the Associate Reformed 
Church. The Associate Reformed 
church was merged in 1858 with the 
United Presbyterian Church, but in 1822 








the ARP body had become uneasy over 
doctrinal matters and withdrawn from 
that church, calling itself then the As- 
sociate Reformed Synod of the South. 

The Southern church is on record as 
looking favorably toward a movement 
which would unite all the major Presby- 
terian bodies in America. 





Cleveland Quotations 





Ralph W. Sockman: 


The religious world has been waiting 
and calling for some great act of faith 
to arouse and inspire the churches. 
This (the formation of the National 
Council) is the greatest forward step 
toward religious unity which America 
has yet seen, and it may well prove 
epochal. 


+ + * 

Mere interest and inyuiry do not 
always lead to spiritual commitment. 
We must advance from mass meet- 
ings of the curious to mass move- 
ments of the consecrated. A religious 
revival worthy the name must lead 
to an informed, devoted and organ- 
ized churchmanship. 


The conventional church program has 
too much deteriorated into professional 
propaganda financed by silent specta- 
tors. The Christian movement began 
as a company of Christ’s followers, each 
telling what he knew about his Lord 
We must recover the original apostolic 
practice of lay participation. 

* + - 
Truman B. Douglas: 


Christian missionary schools and col- 





LIVANG SLORY 


nights before Christmas in a tableau in front of their church. 
people walking or riding by on East Broad Street stop to hear the story 
and to see the tableau. 


Members of, the ‘Third Presbyterian Church, 


leges have been fitting people to claim 
justice faster than those who occupy 
positions of privilege in our system of 
racial caste are willing to grant it. They 
have been training the leadership of a 
generation of Negro Americans which 
is now equipped to knock us off our 
perches of privilege and seize the jus- 
tice which the white community is not 
g£00d enough to grant as a voluntary 
gift. 
* . . 

No other program of organized 
altruism in the history of our nation 
has so deeply influenced the charac- 
ter and outlook of the American mind 
as has the enterprise of Christian 
missions, 

+ * * 
Samuel McCrea Cavert: 

For the local church, the National 
Council will mean the new inspiration 
and vision that come from being di- 
rectly related to an advancing move- 
ment of Christian unity. In more prac- 
tical terms it will mean that the pastor, 
the women’s society, the men’s organ- 
ization, the Sunday school superinten- 
dent, and the youth leader will have 
access at a single center to the best 
ideas, methods and materials available 
in all of the denomination. 

- * . 
W. A. Visser ’t Hooft: 

When Soderblom pre- 
sented for the first time the plan to 
create a World Council which he wanted 
to call: ‘‘The Ecumenical Council’’—a 
German printer made the excusable mis- 
take to print: “okonomischer Rat” 
(economic council). That was a pro- 
For the ecumenical move- 
ment is the attempt to restore the true 
economy of God’s plan. Its function is 
to tear down the tariff walls which keep 


Archbishop 


phetic error. 





(See next column. ) 


Richmond, 
Va., are in their third year in presenting the Christmas story for seven 


Thousands of 


the riches of our church from enriching 
the other churches. Its purpose is to 
build up the Body in which all serve 
each other and in which no member can 
ever say to other members: 
need of thee. 


I have no 


# * * 
Mildred McAfee Horton: 


We need to bring to bear on contro- 
versial issues all the discriminating 
judgment of which we are capable. In 
tense and explosive periods of history 
people jump to outrageous conclusions 
about what somebody says that some- 
body did or said. Churchmen and wo- 
men ought to be among those who al- 
ways believe the best until they know 
the worst and then forgive the wrong- 
doer while they strive valiantly to pre- 
vent the wrongs which the wrong-doer 
does! 


Presbyterian Educators Sign 
Petition on Jerusalem Problem 


An appeal to the United States Dele- 
gation to the United Nations urging this 
delegation to take the initiative in solv- 
ing the Jeruszlem problem has been 
made by more than 1,000 American 
educators. These who sign the petition 
urge international supervision restricted 
to the Holy Places instead of the com- 
plete internationalization plan which 
was approved in 1949. 

Presbyterian signers include: 
George Lang, University of Alabama; 
Paul L. Garber, J. R. McCain, and S. 
G. Stukes, Agnes Scott College; J. Mc- 
Dowell Richards, Columbia Seminary; 
Frank H. Caldwell, Wm. D. Chamber- 
lain, Kenneth J. Foreman, Norman A. 
Horner and Arnold B. Rhodes, Louis- 
ville Seminary; Marshall Scott Wood- 
son, Flora Macdonald College; Dean D. 
C. Wilson, Hampden-Sydney; P. H. Car- 
michael, Assembly’s Training School; 
B. R. Lacy, Jr., D. W. Richardson, Jas. 
E. Bear, W. T. Thompson, Union Semi- 
nary. 


Outdoor Tableau Tells 
Christmas Story 


More than 100 people are being used 
again this year by the Third Presby- 
terian Church. Richmond, Va., in pre- 
senting the Christmas story in tableau 
in front of the church (see cut to left). 

Three scenes show Mary and Joseph, 
the shepherds and wise men, an angel, 
sheep and pigeons, with two teams of 
characters making two appearances each 
night. The minister, W. Arnold Pate, 
estimates that more than 33,000 people, 
passing by, saw the pageant last year. 

Committees are appointed for the 
different animals, food and 
supplies, construction, scenery, costumes 
lighting, 
(for the cast), and music. 


tasks: 


refreshments 
Then, it is 
explained, it is necessary to have some- 


and make-up, 


one on the sidewalk in front of the 
church to explain the meaning of the 
different scenes in response to questions 
which are raised. 
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STILL BELIEVE in Christmas— 

even though [I shall have to hear 

“Silent Night, Holy Night” a thou- 
sand times (estimated). And “O Little 
Town of Bethlehem” (say) six hundred 
times, and “It Came upon a Midnight 
Clear’? (approximately) four hundred 
times. I shall have to hear these lovely 
hymns ruined by constant repetition, 
yvulgarly blared on the radio, loud- 
speakered on street corners, crooned in 
department stores to the accompany- 
ment of the cash register’s tinkle. 

I still believe in Christmas notwith- 
standing the Salvation Army solicitors 
who ring bells on the street corners 
with capacious pots for your money; in 
spite of the ‘‘come on’ letters entreat- 
ing your subscription to every ‘‘cause” 
under the sun (I will bless you, God 
will bless you: Enclosed find subscrip- 
tion blank). Yes, and despite the de- 
partment store Santa Claus with stuffed 
belly, stage whiskers, and synthetic 
jolly laugh—sometimes with liquor on 
his breath— who wheedles your young- 
ster into another purchase, again to the 
merry, merry tune of the cash register. 


Kris Kringle v. Christ 


I grant that Santa Claus has rather 
displaced the Savior, that Kris Kringle 
has displaced Christ, and that commer- 
cialism has displaced both. Charles 
Dickens wrote the immortal ‘‘Christmas 
Carol,” extolling the spirit of unselfish 
generosity—and then complained bit- 
terly because the story did not sell well 
enough to give him the expected profit. 
I know there are many who cover greed 
with a sickly mask of piosity, or in a 
welter of Dickensian ‘‘good cheer’’— 
roast turkey, holly and mistletoe, all 
the trimmings (the right wine or 
whiskey, of course), family ‘“‘whoopee,”’ 
rounded off with a big dance and the 
“dark brown taste’”’ the next morning. 





Still and all, I believe in Christmas. 


I believe in it despite painful teen- 
age memories. For five years I handled 
the “Christmas trade” from behind a 
counter—on my feet from 7:00 a. m. to 
11:00 p. m., a pushing jostling mob of 
shoppers, pawing over the goods, shop- 
ping for albums, fountain pens, pictures, 
gift books (bound in plush), trinkets, 


*President emeritus, Wooster College; 
moderator of the 1923 Presbyterian, 
USA, General Assembly. 
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I Still Believe in Christmas 


gadgets, music boxes, toys of all kinds. 

It was a nightmare. 

Then after Christmas came the grand 
“exchange’’ period when customers— 
mostly women—came back to return 
something for something else! 


Christmas Bookkeeping 


Then there is the necessary Christ- 
mas bookkeeping. ‘Did Cousin Soph- 
ronia send us a gift last year?” We 
must send her one of equal value or 
lose our self respect. ‘‘Have we a list 
of those who sent us 1949 cards? We 
must not miss any of them this year.’ 
(It’s pretty nice, however, to know that 
people do remember you. In spite of 


By CHARLES F. WISHART* 


the bookkeeping,” let’s put the cards 
on the credit side. ) 


I know all these things. But still I 
believe in Christmas. 


Because it is the one time of the 
year when Christians can talk of peace 
and goodwill without being accused as 
appeasers, and it is the one time when 
we can announce goodwill and love as 
the only solution of our tragic prob- 
lems. Sorokin, the noted sociologist of 
Harvard, in a recent book, tells of a 
scientific study he has made of good- 
will, as the one supreme hopeful factor 
in the world today. Montagu, the noted 
anthropologist, has reversed the dogmas 
of Huxley and Tyndal about survival 
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Matthew’s statement that 
Jesus was born in the days of 
Herod the king means that 
Christianity is supremely the 
faith for troublous times, and is 
adequate for any situation we 
face, whether singly or together. 
Our faith is no fair-weather re- 
ligion. It was born in adversity, 
and so is no stranger to trouble. 
Our God is a God of the valleys. 


There is a phrase in one of 
the Uncle Remus stories which 
illustrates this truth. Brer Fox 
wants to get rid of Brer Rabbit, 
and so he throws him into the 
brier-patch, supposing of course 
that that was easily the worst 
thing that could befall him. But 
Brer Rabbit leaps out and runs 
happily away, saying: ‘‘Bred en 
bawn in a brier-patch, Brer Fox 
—bred en bawn in a _ brier- 
patch.” I speak reverently when 
I say that this is precisely the 
truth about Christianity. It was 
‘bred en bawn in a brier-patch.”’ 
Jesus was born in the days of 
Herod the king; he died and 
rose again in the days of Pilate, 
and so tragedy is Christianity’s 


*Minister, Highland Park 
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A Faith for Troublous Times 


By WILLIAM M. ELLIOTT, Jr.* 


church, Dallas, Texas. 


native soil. The Christian faith 
is perfectly at home in chaos, 
‘fa very present help in time of 
trouble.”’ 


There is no sin so degrading, 
no dereliction so hopeless, no 
sorrow so overwhelming, no cir- 
cumstance so baffling but that 
Christianity can meet and con- 
quer it. I did not say ‘‘escape’”’ 
it. I said, meet and conquer it, 
which is a very different matter. 
The Nativity did not deny nor 
escape “‘the days of Herod,’’ but 
it survived and outlived them. 


And so, at this Christmas time 
we celebrate anew the adequacy 
of the Christian faith for every 
perplexing circumstance of life. 
A religion which has a cross for 
its symbol is not abashed nor 
impotent in the face of any 
tragedy you could mention. The 
Herods of life can mess things 
up aplenty, but they can never 
create a situation too ugly for 
our God to handle. They can 
never blot out his star. They 
can never strangle his unspeak- 
able gifts of love and power. 
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through struggle and has taught us that 
a true study of evolution shows how 
love is ‘‘creation’s final law.” Even 
the hard boiled Bertrand Russell has 
recently said, ‘“‘The root of the matter 
is a very simple and old-fashioned thing, 
a thing so simple that I am almost 
ashamed to mention it for fear of the 
derisive smile with which wise cynics 
will greet my words. The thing I mean 
is love.”” Thus, above the rattling of 
the sabers, and the international insults 
hurled across the table at Lake Success, 
we may still hear the angel chorus 
singing of peace on earth among men of 
goodwill. 


A Recurring Miracle 


It is a time of all times when we 
stand in awe before the miracle of birth. 
It is always a miracle, repeated thou- 
sands of times every day, a miracle 
which no gynecologist or obstetrician 
has been able to fathom. Here is the 
supreme miracle which brings us in 
adoring wonder to the cradle of a little 
baby. This is why, despite the blaring 
of the radios and the raucous voice of 
the loud speakers and the commercial- 
izing of Christmas songs, I love to hear 
the dear old carols as they are sung by 
little children’s voices or by the brave 
voices of young students singing before 
my window on Christmas Eve. 

It is the time, too, which reminds 
us about the divinity of motherhood, of 
all true motherhood, which through pain 


and sacrifice fulfills the creative pur- 
pose of God. We Protestants have been 
rightly critical about the recent doctrine 
promulgated by the Pope called the 
“Assumption of the Virgin.’’ Perhaps 
we have been all too inclined to neglect 
the lovely character of Mary, the type 
and symbol of self-sacrificing mother- 
hood. Perhaps it may be, even, that 
our concept of God has been too mas- 
culine. It may be only a fancy but 1 
have thought that if God the Father 
represents the paternal, and Jesus the 
Son represents filial, so the blessed Holy 
Spirit may represent something of the 
maternal. Paul said, “Grieve not the 
holy spirit of God.’’ The word (lupeite) 
is a love word and only a mother’s heart 
is grieved that way. Possibly, if we 
had paid more attention to this the ten- 
dency toward Mariolatry would not 
have become so pronounced in the Ro- 
man Catholic Church, for our Catholic 
friends may err in their critical scholar- 
ship, but never in their psychology. 


The Incarnation 


Above all, it is a time when we con- 
template once more the stupendous mi- 
racle of the Incarnation. The pagan 
world observed the last week in De- 
cember as a festival long before Chris- 
tianity took that time over and adapted 
it to the celebrations of Christ’s birth. 
For it marked the turn of the year, 
when the sun which had been receding 
for many weeks through shortening 
days began to come back. It was a 


true instinct by which the Christian 
Church adopted that time to celebrate 
the coming of the Sun of Righteousness 
with healing in his wings. True, there 
are many other incarnation stories, bu 
none like this in its sublime simplicity 
and its stupendous shattering paradoxes, 
that, though the Second Person of the 
Trinity was equal with God yet he 
counted it not a prize to remain on 
equality with God, but made himself of 
no reputation, took on him the form 
of a servant, and came into the world 
as a little baby held in a mother’s arms. 
It is utterly beyond human imagina- 
tion to have conceived such a miracle. 
This was what Tertullian doubtless 
meant when he said, “Absurdam est 
ergo credo.’’ It is unbelievable and so 
I believe it. 

It was this supreme stupendous mi- 
racle which furnished the capstone of 
that arch whose two pillars were the 
gropings of Greek philosophy on the 
one side and Hebrew vision on the 
other. Before that fact, which has 
changed the whole course of civiliza- 
tion, even the critic must bow in won- 
der. Robert Browning, doubtless re- 
ferring to Strauss the destructive Ger- 
man critic, pictures him tearing the 
Gospel narrative to pieces, and at the 
end of it all saying to his classes, 


“Go home and venerate this myth 
1 thus have experimented with, 
This Man continue to adore Him 
More than that came before Him 
Or all that ever followed after.” 


A Thought for Christmas: Christian Unity 


HRISTMAS day is 
Christ’s mass, or festival. 


the day of 
Christ- 

mas really does have a connection 
with Christ. One might not think so, 
from the way we so often leave Christ 
out of it, both in the spelling ‘‘Xmas” 
and in our emphasis on Santa Claus in 
its celebration, but it started with that 
association. 

If we give it any Christian signifi- 
cance today, it is the day we celebrate 
Christ’s birth. We do not know exactly 
when he was born, but we know he 
lived. That fact is no longer open to 
doubt. No unbeliever any longer bases 
his unbelief upon uncertainty as to the 
historical existence of Jesus. He lived 
among men as a man. What difference 
does it make, then, whether he was born 
in the year one, or the year three B. C., 
or even ten B.C.? What difference does 
it make whether he was born in Decem- 
ber or June, or whether it was the 
twenty-fifth or the first of the month? 
Shakespeare is no less the world’s great- 
est dramatist because we do not know 
the exact date of his birth. Cervantes 
is no less the world’s greatest novelist 
because we do not know beyond a doubt 


*The writer of this article is a pro- 
fessor of foreign languages in the Uni- 
versity of South Carolina. He is an 
elder in the Shandon church in Columbia 
and teacher of the men’s Bible class. 
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the date on which he was born. Like- 
wise, Jesus is no less certainly God’s 
Messiah because we do not know exactly 
when he was born. 


Around the World, Dec. 25 


What we in the church really cele- 
brate about Jesus is his earthly existence 
—his life. We celebrate it in various 
ways. Even when we observe his death 
on Good Friday we are celebrating his 
life. Among other events in his exist- 
ence, we also observe the day of his 
birth, because the fact of one’s birth is 
an important fact in one’s life. More- 
over, childhood is an appealing age, and 
we naturally wish to think about the 
babyhood of the Savior. Knowledge cf 
the date of his birth not having got into 
permanent records, and the date having 
been lost sight of as the years passed, 
Christians later on arbitrarily selected 
December 25 as the date on which to 
commemorate his birth. It is as good 
a date as any other, and the whole 
Christian world has pretty well agreed 
upon it as the day on which to celebrate 
the event. 

That widespread agreement is fine, 
but one may still wish that the whole 


Christian world could agree as well on 
more important things. One half of it 
is split off from the other half over basic 
doctrinal points, and then is further 
split into literally hundreds of creeds, 
sects and denominations over mainly 
non-essential points. Some say, ‘‘What 
is so bad about that? What difference 
does it make that we worship Christ 
under different labels?”’ 

The answer is, it makes a great deal 
of difference, because with the various 
labels go varied attitudes, and because 
of these the message of salvation is fail- 
ing to reach souls that might otherwise 
have it. That should be a matter of 
deep concern to all of us who profess to 
be followers of him who said, ‘“‘Go ye 
into all the world and preach the gospel 
to every creature”; who also prayed, 
“That they all may be one.” 


In 700 Towns, No Church 


Here is a concrete example of some 
of the difference it makes. Dr. Truman 
Douglass has written in the December, 
1949, issue of The Woman’s Home Com- 
panion that there were at that time 
more than 700 new towns in the United 
States with 2,500 or more inhabitants 
that had not a single church in them. 
At a time when church membership is 
at an all-time high, that is an astound- 
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ing statement. Are there not enough 
church members in any of these towns 
of 2,500 people to support a church? 
Certainly there are, but that is not the 
trouble. The trouble is that there are 
not enough Presbyterians in any one of 
them to build a Presbyterian church, not 
enough Methodists to have a Methodist 
puilding, nor enough Baptists to get a 
Baptist edifice, and so on down the long 
list of Protestant denominations. 

If every Christian in one of those 
towns of 2,500 people had his own 
church to attend, there might have to 
be over 250 churches in the town—one 
for every ten persons. Of course, none 
of those towns can afford churches on 
that scale. Nor do they need them. But 
Presbyterians won’t help build a Bap- 
tist church; the Baptists won’t put 
money into an Episcopalian edifice; and 
the Roman Catholics will not even visit 
our churches. And so, the vicious circle 
goes on, and as a consequence something 
like two millions of persons in those 700 
towns have no church in which to wor- 
ship. It may be difficult to understand 
how this can be, but these towns are 
not like anything we have known before. 

They are made up of people coming 
together from great distances and from 
greatly diverse backgrounds. There has 
been little unifying influence at work 
upon them. If all the inhabitants of 
one of these towns had come from Pres- 
byterian territory, or from a Baptist re- 
gion, or some other religiously homo- 
geneous background, the problem might 
be simpler. But they do not come that 
way. 


How Does Jesus Feel About It? 


Now, notice the word ‘might’ in con- 
nection with the problem above. Even 
if the conditions existed as stated, one 
could still not be very hopeful of a solu- 
tion of the problem, for there is another, 
even less understandable, element in the 
picture. Even if ali the 2,500 people in 
one of these towns called themselves 
Presbyterians, they still might need 
something like a dozen churches, for 
there are about that many different 
Protestant denomiiuations with the word 
‘Presbyterian’ in their official names. 
How could we Southern Presbyterians 
join with the Northern branch in build- 
ing a church in one of these towns? 
Didn’t we split off from them once be- 
cause we couldn’t worship with them? 
How could the Bible Presbyterians co- 
operate with us in putting up a Presby- 
terian church? Didn’t they split off 
from us because they could not worship 
with us in peace and harmony?* And 
the matter goes on and on until it makes 
one’s heart bleed—that is, if one 
happens to give any consideration to 
how Jesus must feel about all this frag- 
mentation of his church, the unity of 
which he so very much desired and 
pleaded for. How can we sing that sec- 
ond stanza of “Onward Christian Sol- 


*In some local instances. 
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diers” without blushing for shame? 
(‘We are not divided, all one body we, 
one in hope and doctrine, one in 
charity.’’) 

In questions like this, however, we 
are inclined to forget Christ. A veil of 


human pride, of worldly envy, and most | 


likely of selfish greed shuts him out of 
our thoughts, and all we are conscious 
of is that we can have no entanglements 
with immersers, or close-communionists, 
or those whose services resemble in any 
way the services used in the Roman 
Church. The denominational stand is 
largely based on unworthy, worldly con- 
siderations and utter disregard for the 
well-being of Christ’s church. Jesus 
pleaded with his people for unity; all 
who know the New Testament know 
that. Too few, however, know the 
Bible; and too many hope they will 
never find out much that is in it, lest it 
make them uncomfortable in their easy- 
going selfish ways. We hang doggedly 
on to our own denominational ideas, 
making no Christ-like concessions, while 





new sects are starting, growing, and 
taking millions of members from the 
rolls of the older, “established’’ 
churches every generation, and other 
millions are being kept outside the 
church because those or. the inside are 
squabbling over largely unimportant dif- 
ferences. 

That there should be one town of 2,- 
500 inhabitants, to say nothing of more 
than 700 of them, without a church be- 
cause of un-Christian denominational 
divisions is a tragedy. It doesn’t make 
sense. Christ’s work in the world is be- 
ing hindered and handicapped by peo- 
ple who profess to be his followers. 
Very likely it is being more seriously 
harmed by them than it is even by Wil- 
liam McCarthy and his ‘‘United Secu- 
larists of America,’’ who, in his own pro- 
fane boast, ‘‘are giving the Lord hell!” 
Shouldn’t we be ashamed? 


Some Good Steps in Union 


Experiments with unions of varying 
degrees show no disastrous conse- 
quences. Union has been working for 
a quarter-century in Canada. They 
haven’t achieved complete unity of even 
Protestant denominations, but several 
large and small ones have joined hands 
in the Lord’s work. Methodists, Congre- 
gationalists, Presbyterians, and _ the 


Local Union of Churches of Western 
Canada have participated in this move. 
Union has been working well for more 
than a year in South India, where more 
of the larger denominations are work- 
ing together than in Canada, the Epis- 
copal and the Reformed churches being 
included in the merger in India. 


There have been some cases of union 
in this country, too, of such denomina- 
tions as the Methodists, Congregational- 
ists, Presbyterians, Evangelical Chris- 
tians, Reformed, and United Brethren. 
Negotiations looking toward union are 
now going on in numerous cases involv- 
ing branches of several of the great de- 
nominations. such as Lutheran, Baptist, 
Presbyterian, and others. There have 
been some discouraging delays and some 
clear failures, but unity is a live issue 
in Christ’s church. 

We have recently made a practical be- 
ginning in our own denomination in the 
matter of certain publications in which 
we are co-operating with the United 
Presbyterian Church of North America 
and the Reformed Church in America. 
Over against this, however, may be 
pointed out the legal steps being taken 
within our Assembly to render ineffec- 
tual any possible future union, and also 
the opposition to the rather loose asso- 
ciation of churches in the National 
Council. One has a feeling that too 
many followers of a spiritual way of life 
are unable to place that way above the 
material way. 


We have too great a tendency to put 
other things ahead of religion, even in 
our church feasts. We are very apt to 
treat Easter as if it were a pagan spring 
festival rather than a commemoration 
of the resurrection of the Savior who 
died to save the world from sin. We 
think more about clothes than about the 
significance of the resurrection message. 
At Christmas time we give more atten- 
tion to Santa Claus than to the Babe of 
Bethlehem. The American Way does 
not give sufficient importance to Christ’s 
Way. 

When we get around to living our 
profession as followers of Christ, unity 
will look different to us, and unifying 
the world under his banner will become 
a less remote possibility, 


RADIO 





Network radio programs in the Christ- 
mas season include: 


Saturday, Dec. 16 
7:00 p. m., Partners in Velvet, NBC. 


Sunday, Dec. 17 

10:00 a. m., Church of the Air, “Have You 
Lost Christmas?” CBS. 

11:30-1:00 a. m., The Messiah, by the 
Mesiah Choir, Independence, Mo., 
CBS. 

1:00 p. m., N. Y. Philharmonic-Symphony, 
CBS. 

2:30, The Symphonette, CBS. 

10:30, The Choraliers, CBS. 

11:30 p. m., Columbia University Chorus, 
NBC. 
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EDITORIAL 


Welcome to New Friends 





This week when we are adding many 
new friends to our list of readers, 
thanks to the Christmas giving of pres- 
ent subscribers, it is not inappropriate 
to write a word of welcome to these new 
friends. 

In addition, we should also recognize 
that large number of people who have 
joined us in recent months—during the 
Church Paper Week emphasis. In that 
period we have increased our subscrip- 
tion list approximately 25 %—the great- 
est gains we have ever known—and we 
now look back with gratitude across 
the increase in paid subscribers to this 
paper during the past seven years of 
its reorganization to a figure showing 
gains of approximately 900%. 

For the magnificent cooperation and 
the loyal support of countless people, 
we take this opportunity to express our 
sincere thanks. 

We welcome the new readers of this 
week and recent weeks who join us in 
the effort to produce a helpful and in- 
formative paper. We hope they will 
soon come to feel at home and will join 
in our discussions of important current 
topics. We also hope they will always 
feel free to give us their suggestions 
as to ways in which the paper can be 
made more useful to them and to the 
church at large. 


On Christian Vocation 


We are publishing an announcement 
of high importance this week. As it 
appears on page three it tells of the 








the Christ-child who comes is the Master of all, 
No palace too great and no cottage too small; 
The angels who welcome him sing from the height, 
“*In the City of David, a King in his might.’’ 
Everywhere, everywhere, Christmas tonight! 


Then let every heart keep its Christmas within, 

Christ’s pity for sorrow, Christ’s hatred for sin, 

Christ’s care for the weakest, Christ’s courage for right, 

Christ’s dread of the darkness, Christ’s love of the light, 
Everywhere, everywhere, Christmas tonight! 


So the stars of the midnight which compass us round 

Shall see a strange glory, and hear a sweet sound, 

And cry, ‘‘ Look! the earth is aflame with delight, 

O sons of the morning, rejoice at the sight.’’ 
Everywhere, everywhere, Christmas tonight! 


—PHILLIPS BROOKS, 1835-1893. 
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FROM CHRISTMAS EVERYWHERE 














creation of a Department of Christian 
Vocation by our Assembly’s Board of 
Education. A _ well-qualified Christian 
layman has been challenged to direct 
the work. 

Our regular readers will recognize at 
once that such an arrangement will have 
the hearty support of these columns, 
Our emphasis on the fundamental im- 
portance of giving and getting a full 
sense of vocation on the part of all men 
has been made repeatedly. Therefore, 
we look with hope and high anticipation 
toward the accomplishments which are 
possible in this venture. 

The World Council of Churches is 
making the same task one of its major 
emphases and a highly-qualified com- 
mission is now at work on the problem. 
Here and there in church institutions 
and elsewhere will be found an individ- 
ual who has long seen the basic impor- 
tance of a sense of vocation and has 
tried to make it come alive for others. 
But in the church-at-large and out in 
the work-a-day world, it is still a 
thought to be developed. 

Mr. Smith will have our very best 
wishes as he begins this important work. 





RADIO 
(Continued from page 7.) 
Monday, Dec. 18 
4:30 p. m., Utica Free Academy a Cappella 
choir, CBS. 
11:30 p. m., Northwestern 
Cappella Choir. 


University A 


Tuesday, Dec. 19 
:30 p. m., Paul Roberts Choir, CBS. 
11:30 p. m., University of Michigan Men's 
Glee Club. 


~ 


Wednesday, Dec. 20 
:30 p. m., Ithaca College Choir, CBS. 


c= 


Thursday, Dec. 21 
9:30 p. m., “Silent Night’ on CBS’ Hall- 
mark Playhouse. 
730, College of William and Mary Choir, 
CBS. 


— 


Friday, Dec. 22 
4:30 p. m., University of Nebraska Mad- 
rigal Singers, CBS. 
11:30, Concordia Teachers College Choir. 


Saturday, Dec. 23 

:00 p. m., Christmas Music from Europe, 
NBC. 

730, Sts. Cyril and Methodius Choir, CBS. 

:45, Singing Men of Steel, NBC, 

:00, Dickens’ “Cricket on the Hearth,” 
NBC. 

:00, Boys Town Choir, CBS. 

:30, Nation’s Christmas Tree, NBC. 

:00, Handel’s Messiah, Army Air Force, 
NBC. 

:30, Cedar Crest College Choir, CBS. 

:30, Los Angeles salutes the nation with 
1,000-voice .chorus and 35-piece 
orchestra; John Nesbitt, narrator; 
Enzio Pinza, soloist, NBC. 

:30, Rockefeller Center Choristers, NBC. 

:00, A Prairie Noel, NBC. 

130, Baltimore & Ohio Chorus, NBC. 
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Sunday, Dee. 24 
10:00 a. m., National Radio Pulpit, NBC. 
1:30 p. m., National Vespers, ABC. 
7:00, “The Joyful Hour,” CBS. 
:30, Greatest Story Ever Told, ABC, 
11:30, Boston Society of Ancient Instru- 
ments, 17th and 18th century 
music, CBS, 
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WAS IT A REAL BABY? 


A Thought for Christmas 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 
SEANAD NAIA RA A RAR NA REA AE SES GEIST AEM 


“Today a Savior for you has 
been born who is your Messiah and 
Lord. And this will prove it to you: 
You will find a _ baby. ”"__Luke 
2:11, 12 (Goodspeed). 


T IS WELL that the shepherds were 
simple men. Otherwise they might 
not have bothered to go look at a 

baby. They would have preferred to 
look at something less common—to 
stare at the angels. For babies were in 
every shepherd’s home; angels were out 
of this world. 

What was it the shepherds came to 
see in the stable, that dark first Christ- 
mas night? What was it that Mother 
Mary laid in the manger, needing to be 
wrapped against the cold? 

It was a real baby. So Luke says, and 
so the Bible says, and so the church has 
afirmed. Our whole faith is centered 
in the Christmas miracle—that there, 
visibly and actually, to be seen and 
handled, was the Eternal, the Divine, 
“in the flesh.’”” This was God-made-man, 
Immanuel—“‘In-us-God”’ as it can be 
literally translated. The church’s name 
for this miracle is Incarnation. 


HERE IS ANOTHER miracle 

which has another name. The 

professors call it Theophany. A 
theophany is like an incarnation in this: 
in both of these miracles, God is pres- 
ent, he communicates with men, the 
divine and invisible is made humanly 
visible. But the great and important 
difference between the two is this: in 
a theophany, the form in which God 
appears is like God himself, not of this 
world. It is not in the “order of na- 
ture,” it has no connection with nature, 
it is not a natural object at all, it only 
looks like one. When Moses saw the 
flame in the bush he was seeing a 
theophany; the fire did not act like a 
fire; it was a speaking fire, such as no 
shepherd ever saw before or since. 
When Joshua saw God as an army 
officer, the uniform that soldier wore 
was woven by no human. hand, the 
sword he carried had been forged in no 
earthly fires. The officer Joshua saw 
had never been born, he did not die, he 
only appeared full-armed and vanished 
as he came. In any battle, we may be 
sure he could never have been wounded, 
not even by an arrow tipped with silver. 
When Manoah and his wife saw their 
dread visitor ascend in the smoke of the 
burning sacrifice, they said, ‘‘We have 
seen God.”” The angel was not of this 
world. What men could do, he could 
not do; what no man could do, he did. 
Nothing on earth produced that angel, 
nothing on earth could help or harm 
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him. He would not taste of human 
bread; yet he was one who could live 
in rising flame. 

These were all theophanies, not in- 
carnations. But what lay in the swad- 
dling clothes that Christmas night was 
a real part of humanity. Genealogies 
of him were preserved, and they are 
quite meaningless unless they are real. 
They show how much that was human, 
even much that was evil, had gone into 
the ancestry of that child. He not only 
looked human, he was human. What- 
ever it is that makes human beings hu- 
man, he had. He was really born; with- 
out a mother’s care he would have died. 
A sword by Herod's orders could have 
killed him, and his mother knew it. A 
bullet could have killed him; scourges 
and rusty nails did at last bring him to 
his end. 


HE CHURCH has always known 
this and affirmed it. Yet, hover- 
ing in many minds, is a suspicion 

that the man Christ Jesus was no In- 
carnation, but a theophany. That this 
was a real baby, that he grew to be a 
real boy, that he was a real man, is 
affirmed by the creeds but is sometimes 
denied in books and sermons and in the 


minds of Christians. We find it easier 
to believe that Jesus’ body was real than 
that his mind was human too, that (as 
our own creed puts it) he had a “‘true 
body and a reasonable soul.’”’ But un- 
less that also is true, then it is only 
a theophany that Christmas celebrates, 
no Incarnation. Unless Jesus had to 
learn as others learn, to grow as others 
grow, unless he could know (and the 
world being what it is, had to know) joy 
and sorrow and disappointment and 
mental struggle, then his humanity was 
only an ‘“‘appearance,”’ something out of 
this world, something like the fire in the 
bush or the angel in the flame. 

If it seems contrary to the dignity of 
God that one who was the eternal Son 
of God, ‘‘very God of very God,’’ walked 
on earth subject to the same laws that 
bind human souls and minds as well as 
bodies, with a human reality that he 
could not throw aside as a masquer may 
throw away a mask, then we must re- 
member that our church speaks of the 
“humiliation’’ of Christ. That is the 
very glory of the Christmas miracle. 

Fires that glow and vanish; angels 
out of the blue, neither eating nor 
drinking, at home in flame; voices that 
are heard once and then no more—these 
had never saved mankind. It was only 
when the Most High became most lowly, 
needing the help and exposed to the 
harm that men would offer him, needing 
what we need and all we need—except 
forgiveness—only then amidst the cold 
indifference of the starry skies appeared 
the star of hope for you and me. 
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CHURCH NEWS 





Urges No Racial Bar 
In Graduate Schools 


Virginia News Letter 


The University of Virginia’s presi- 
dent, Colgate W. Darden, former gover- 
nor, has been in the headlines recently 
through his suggestion to the Southern 
governors that there be no racial segre- 
gation in the state’s graduate and pro- 
fessional schools. He proposed that 





segregation be maintained through the 
high school level, and that Negro col- 
leges be brought up to the same standard 
as white colleges. Regional institutions, 
he thought, should be open to all. Ad- 
vocates and critics of this proposal have 
arisen. The state press appears to be 
in hearty support of his plan. 


tducators Decline to Admit 
Negro Schools and Colleges 

Southern educators converged on 
Richmond during the first week in De- 
cember for the 55th annual meeting of 
the Southern Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. One problem before 
the body dealt with admission of Negro 
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colleges and high schools to member- 
ship, but a special committee recom. 
mended a negative answer on the basis 
that it believed segregation is rapidly 
being eliminated in the South. If this 
trend is true, it was said, it means that 
many Negro schools will be weakened 
or even put out of existence. The 
Southern Association is continuing its 
committee to study a union of its organ- 
ization with the Negro organization, 
however. In the Southern meeting of 
the National Catholic Education Asso- 
ciation members were told by Paul Wil- 
liams, Richmond lay leader, that Catho- 
lic educators must “‘condition”’ their stu- 
dents to the abolition of segregation in 
the schools. In view of recent court de- 
cisions, he said this should be done from 
the elementary grades through high 
school. 


UMT Efforts Assailed 
Before Baptist Group 

Even in the midst of the present in- 
1940 while the population has grown 
was voiced among the educators that 
3,000,000 men will be needed for mili- 
tary service. Francis J. Brown, staff 
associate of the American Council on 
Education, spoke before the Southern 
Association of Baptist Colleges and 
Schools, in Richmond, assailing the Uni- 
versal Military Program. He chargea 
militarists with using the ‘‘emotional- 
ism of the moment” to put UMT on the 
statute books. Dr. Brown predicted 
lean years ahead for American colleges 
and universities, brought about by de- 
creased enrollments caused by military 
demands. 


Opportunities in Potomac 
Area Continue Challenging 

The 42 churches of Potomac Presby- 
tery (Washington, D. C. area) have had 
a 3,606 increase in membership since 
its campaign and $50,000 as its objec- 
by 800,000. This brings a population 
greater than the entire Synod of South 
Carolina where there are eight presby- 
teries, 293 churches and a membership 
of more than 50,000. Efforts to mea- 
sure up to this continuing challenging 
are being made in Potomac, with $31,- 
000 being sought to complete the un- 
derwriting of work already established. 
Though at least two new churches a 
year are needed, the presbytery cannot 
aid any others until present obligations 
are met. 


Japan University Campaign 
Being Made in Cities 

Norfolk churchmen are seeking to 
raise $30,000 for the International 
Christian University in Japan. Richmond 
has set January 14-31 as the time of 
tive. Other areas in the state are making 
Other areas in the state are making 
similar plans. 


Norfolk Preaching Mission 
Scheduled for Fifth Year 

A united preaching mission will be 
conducted in Norfolk for the fifth year. 
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It is scheduled for Jan. 14-21 at the 
City Auditorium, with 100 churches 
from 10 denominations participating. 
. .Next October Norfolk Presbytery 
will be host of Newcastle Presbytery, 
USA, with the meeting in the First 
church, Norfolk. The Moderators of the 
two Assemblies will be invited to speak. 


Miscellany 

The Presbyterian choirs of Richmond 
are uniting in a Christmas music festi- 
or even put out of existence. 
val at Grace Covenant church Dec. 138, 
under the direction of Howard Lefever, 
Westminster’s music minister. . . .A 
recent survey shows that one out of 
three persons in Petersburg goes to 
church on Sunday. -Soldiers at 
Camp Pickett entertained 159 boys and 
girls from Richmond and Petersburg 
orphanages on Thanksgiving Day. Each 
child was ‘‘adopted’”’ for the day by a 
soldier who paid the cost of the dinner 
and other entertainment. . . .The 
doors of St. John’s church in Richmond 


have been closed to sightseers for the 
first time in a generation with the re- 
tirement of the sexton, Spencer Roane. 
For many years 8,000 visitors a month 
have stood in this historic church where 
Patrick Henry uttered his oft-quoted 
words, “Give me liberty or give me 
death”’ .The Optimist Club of 
Petersburg recently conducted a ‘‘Smile 
Campaign,’”’ handing out silver dollars 
to fifteen passersby on the street as a 
reward for their big smiles. . . .Re- 
ligious Emphasis Week at the Univer- 
sity of Virginia early in December had 
for its theme, ‘‘Man’s Disorder and 
God’s Design.” . .For 44 years Cen- 
tral church, Washington, has conducted 
its ‘Christmas Giving Service” several 
weeks before Christmas to collect gifts 
to be sent to various institutions. last 
year’s going to eight schools, homes and 
hospitals from as far apart as the Gren- 
fell mission in Labrador to the Grace 
Hospital at Banner Elk, N. C. 
C. NEWMAN FAULCONER. 
Waynesboro. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

James Sprunt, Lookout Mountain, 
Tenn., has accepted a call to the First 
church, Raleigh, N. C., effective Feb. 15. 

David H. Burr, minister to students 
at the University of Virginia, will be- 
come pastor of the Charlottesville, Va., 
church next July 1, preaching there 
once a month until that time. He has 
been in his present work since last June 








when he was graduated from Princeton 
Seminary. 
Wm. B. Gaston, Johns Island, S. C., 


will become pastor of the MacPherson 
enurch, Route 3, Fayetteville, N. C. 
January 10. 

Marsh M. Callaway from Columbia, 
Miss., to Shaw, Miss. 
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them, . ° 
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customers or through personal visits 


here—-how well we measure up to those 
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Richmond, Virginia 
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Cecil D. Brearley, Jr., from Allendale, 
S. C., to Ninety Six, S. S., where he is 
the new pastor of the Ninety Six and 
Hodges churches. 

Leland H. Koewing, of Trinity church 
(USA), Tuscon, Ariz., has begun his 
work as pastor of Grace church (US), 
Crystal City, Mo. 

John B. Lindenberger, formerly of 
Nashville, Tenn., in addition to serving 
the Troy, Mo. (US) church is also stated 
supply of three neighboring rural 
(USA) churches in St. Louis Presby- 
tery (USA). 

Finley McC. Grissett, Presbyterian, 
USA, missionary on furlough from the 
French Cameroun, West Africa, is now 
at 1227 Westminster Ave., Richmond, 
Va. 

D. L. Williamson, missionary to 
Brazil, is now at 128 West End, Chester, 
Ss. C. 

Forrest C. Weir, former secretary of 
the Southeastern Inter-Council Office, 
Atlanta, is this month beginning his new 
work as secretary of the Southern Call- 


fornia Council of Churches, Los An- 
geles. 

L. G. Gebb, Lakeland, Fla., is now 
pastor of a new Bible Presbyterian 


church in Lakeland which has been or- 
ganized out of the membership of the 
US church of which he was formerly 
pastor. 

Winston R. Bryant, formerly of Ft. 
Worth, Texas, is now pastor of the 
Westminster church, 3821 Seventh St., 
Port Arthur, Texas. 

Thos. J. Bradley, 


now living in 
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Dallas, Texas, was divested of office with- 
out censure because of physical disabili- 
ties by Western Texas Presbytery at its 
recent meeting. 


DEATH 

Robert Hall Morrison Brown, 72; 
Charlotte, N. C., died Nov. 26. Mr. 
Brown had lived in Charlotte since 192) 
and had been infirm since 1938. 

John Mack Walker, 63, pastor of the 
Steele Creek church, Charlotte, N. 0: 
for more than 25 years, died in Greens- 
boro, N. C., Dec. 12. After his retire- 
ment on account of illness several years 


ago, Dr. Walker had made his home 
in Montreat. Mrs. Walker died last 
winter. 

LECTURES 


Jos. R. Sizoo, president of New Brun- 
swick Theological Seminary, recently 
delivered the fifth series of Ashlin 
White Bible lectures at the First church, 
Mooresville, N. C. 


NBC Features Community Efforts 


A new 13-week series of broadcasts 
over the NBC network tells how citi- 
zens of typical American communities 
acted together to solve some of the eco- 
nomic and social problems. The series 
is offered as a public service by the 
Twentieth Century Fund and NBC. 
Time: Saturdays, 7:00-7:30 p. m. 

Some of the first programs scheduled: 

Miracle on the Mount (Bat Cave, N. 
C.), Dec. 9. 

Partners in Velvet 
Conn.), Dec. 16. 

A Prairie Noel (Morganville, Kan.), 
Dec. 23. 

The Sun Shines Bright (Kentucky), 
Dec. 30. 

The Sylvania Story (Sylvania, Ark.), 
Jan. 6. 


(Stonington, 


Eight Months’ Benevolences 
Reported by Agencies 


Assembly agencies reporting benevo- 
lences for eight months of the church 
year, as of Nov. 30, show: 

Annuities and Relief (Louisville), 
$104,048; decrease, $34,785. 

General Fund (Atlanta), $135,211, 
including $2,513 for the Montreat cam- 
paign. 

Education (Richmond), $168,180; in- 
crease, $42,324. 

Church Extension (Atlanta), $332,- 
598. 

World Missions (Nashville, $ 
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BIBLE STUDY 





Growing Through Fellowship 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR DECEMBER 81, 1950 


John 15:1-5; Philippians 3:8-16. 


Our lessons this quarter have been 
concerned with growth in Christian liv- 
ing. This closing lesson of the old year 
gives us the ultimate secret: growth 
in Christian living depends upon fel- 
lowship with Jesus Christ. 


I. As Explained by Jesus 


Jesus set forth the nature of the re- 
lationship that existed between the dis- 
ciples and himself under the imagery 
of a vine. “IJ am the vine, you are 
the branches.’’ It may be that the lan- 
guage was suggested by a vine trailing 
across the window of the room where 
they had eaten the Last Supper, or by 
the golden vine of the temple gate 
whither they had gone (14:31), or by 
the vines on the slope of Olivet. In 
any case the first idea which Jesus 
wished to present by means of this 
allegory is that he and his disciples to- 
gether form one whole — neither com- 
plete without the other. The vine can 
bear no fruit if it has no branches; the 
branches cannot live apart from the 
vine. Without the branches the stem 
is a fruitless pole; without the stem the 
branches wither and die. Stem and 
branches together constitute one fruit- 
bearing tree. I, for my part, says 
Christ, am the vine; you are the 
branches, neither is perfect without the 
other; the two together forming one 
complete tree, essential to one another 
as stem and branches. 

The truth underlying the figure is 
obvious. We draw our spiritual life from 
Jesus, just as the branches draw their 
physical life from the vine. “Pluck a 
leaf still clinging ieebly to the tree and 
says Douglas Mathews, ‘squeeze it be- 
tween the thumb and forefinger, and 
you find moisture. If you find a dead 
leaf still clinging feebly to the tree and 
trace its death back to the source, you 
will discover that something has blocked 
the passage of water from the root to 
the terminal. The roots sucking nutri- 
ment from the damp earth are far out 
of sight, and often forgotten because 
unseen.”” The branches draw nutriment 
the vine; we draw inspiration, 
strength, knowledge, faith, hope, love, 
forgiveness—all we need from Jesus. 
Without him, not all at once, but sooner 
or later, the full effects perhaps not 
being visible until the second or third 
generation, spiritual life dies. 

On the other hand Jesus bears his 
fruit in the world through us. He was 
as eager to impress this truth upon the 
disciples as the other. In his own visi- 
ble person and by his own hands and 
words, he could no longer extend his 


from 
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Kingdom on earth. He was to continue 
to fulfill God’s purpose among men no 
longer in his own person, but through 
his disciples. They were now to be his 
branches, the medium through which he 
could express all the life that was 
within him, his love for man, his pur- 
pose to lift and save the world. Not 
with his own lips any longer was he 
to tell men of holiness and of God, not 
with his own hand was he to dispense 
blessing to the needy ones of earth, but 
his disciples were now to be the sym- 
pathetic interpreters of his goodness 
and the unobstructed channels through 
which he might still pour out upon men 
all his loving purpose. As St. Teresa 
put it: “Christ has no body now on 
earth, but yours, no feet but yours; 
yours are the eyes through which is to 
look out Christ’s compassion to the 
world, yours are the feet with which 
he is to go about doing good and yours 
are the hands with which he is to bless 
us now.” 

This matter of fruit is so important 
that Jesus goes on to say, ‘‘Every branch 
of mine that bears no fruit he takes 
away, and every branch that does bear 
fruit he prunes, that it may bear more 
fruit.”’ In other words the sterile 
branch is cut off, the fruitful branch 
is pruned, freed from useless shoots, 
that the sap may be concentrated in 
the cluster which is forming.’’ We are 
pruned, cleansed, no doubt, through all 
the disciplinary methods of God’s provi- 
dence, but the chief instrument which 
Jesus has in mind is the Word which 
he has spoken. ‘You are already made 
clean by the word which I have spoken 
to you.”’ 

So much for the nature of this rela- 
tionship between Christ and his disci- 
ples: together they form one organic 
whole—the life of the disciples being 
drawn from Christ, the fruit of Christ 
being borne through his disciples. 

We come now to the conditions of 
this relationship. Over and over Jesus 
repeats the thought: ‘‘Abide in me and 
I in you,” as if by repeated iteration 
he would impress this one fundamental 
condition upon the minds of his dis- 
ciples. Some expositors think that both 
parts of the sentence are imperative. 
Abide in me and see to it that I abide 
in you. ‘After all, the responsibility 
is on us. Christ will not dwell in an 
unwilling heart.’”” There are more, how- 
ever, who understand that the last 
clause is a promise—dependent upon 
the fulfillment of the first condition. 
Abide in me and [I in return will abide 

in you. But what does it mean to abide 


in Christ? And how does Jesus abide 
in us? Marcus Dods puts it in this 
way: ‘‘Maintain your belief in me, and 
your attachment to me, your derivation 
of hope, aim and motive from me, and 
I will abide in you, filling you with all 
the life you need to represent me on 
earth. All the divine energy you know 
to be in me will pass through you.’ 
Amos Wells says, “Abiding in Christ 
is thinking his thoughts and speaking 
his words and living his life. Christ 
abides in us when his spirit takes 
possession of our spirits.”’ 

“A second condition which throws 
light on the first is found in the 7th 
verse, ‘“‘lf you abide in me and my words 
abide in you. .”’? Jesus wishes to 
make known to his own by this change 
of expression that it is the constant 
remembrance of and habitual medita- 
tion upon his words which is the con- 
dition on which he will be able continu- 
aily to make his strength dwell in them 
and act through them.’’ 

if we refuse thus to abide in him, 
there will be no fruit, our Master says, 
“for apart from me you can do noth- 
ing.”” ‘Something, of course, can be 
made of life apart from Christ. A man 
may have much enjoyment and men may 
do much good apart from Christ. 

But the best uses and ends of human 
life cannot be attained apart from him. 

.Christ holds the key to all that 
is most permanent in human endeavor, 
to all that is deepest and best in hu- 
man character. Only in him can we 
take our place as partners with God, 
in what he is really doing in the world.” 

On the other hand, ‘“‘He who abides 
in me, and [ in him, he it is that bears 
much fruit.””. Just what this fruit 1s 
we are not told. But Paul gives us a 
partial list in Gal. 5:22-23: ‘The fruit 
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, pa- 
tience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, svif-control.”’ 


II. As Experienced by Paul 


In Philippians 3:1-7 Paul catalogues 
the prerogatives which he had once en- 
joyed and on which he had once trusted 
to give him standing in the sight of 
God. They were the things on which 
the Jews continue to pride themselves—— 
purity of race, punctilious orthodoxy, 
flaming zeal, and blameless morality. 
These things in which Paul once re- 
joiced were good things. Pride of race, 
a fine religious heritage, orthodox views, 
zeal for God’s cause as one understands 
it, high moral standards—these are all 
good things to possess. But Paul 
counted them as loss for Christ’s sake, 
i. e., he put no further trust in them, 
all his trust was now stayed on Christ. 

“Indeed I count everything as loss 
because of the surpassing worth of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For 
his sake [I have suffered the loss of all 
things.”’” In two respects this verse goes 
beyond the preceding ones. First, Paul 
enlarges his list. “I count everything 
as loss. Nothing can be put in the 
scale beside Christ.’’ Second, “for his 
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sake I have suffered the loss of all 
things.’”” No doubt Paul has been ex- 
communicated from the synagogue. The 
things on which he had once prided him- 
self had been taken from him. A bril- 
liant career was opening up to him asa 
Pharisee. Worldly advancement has 
been denied him as a Christian. He 
had been doomed to labor and toil and 
suffer, and now he was in prison, with 
the prospect of death staring him in 
the face. ‘I suffered the loss of all 
things,’”’ says Paul, ‘‘yet | do count them 
but refuse (R. V.) that I may gain 
Christ.” 

We have seen what Paul lost; let us 
see what he gained, or rather what he 
hoped to gain. 

First, the righteousness of Christ. “‘I 
have suffered the loss of all things and 
count them as refuse in order that I 
may gain Christ and be found in him, 
not having a righteousness of my own, 
based on law, but that which is through 
faith in Christ, the righteousness from 
God that faith.”” To be 
found in Christ is to be found accept- 


depends on 
able in him. To gain the righteousness 
of Christ is to secure the forgiveness 
Christ, to be 
counted righteous or acceptable to God 


of one’s sins through 
because of Christ. 

Paul 
realizes that he cannot find salvation 
in himself; he has renounced all human 
merit, all that he had done, all that 
he might do in order that he may obtain 
the divine forgiveness, the divine com- 


To put it in simple language: 


panionship which comes through faith 
in Christ. 

Second, Paul hopes to gain the knowl- 
edge of Christ. ‘‘I have suffered the 
.that I may know 
One cannot know Christ unless 


loss of all things. 
him.” 
he has a knowledge of his earthly life, 
unless he has knowledge of his will for 
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his life. But what Paul has particu- 
larly in mind is the power of the liv- 
ing Christ in his own experience. Vs. 
10 might be translated: ‘I have suffered 
the loss of all things. .that I may 
know him, that is the power of his res- 
urrection and also the fellowship of his 
suffering.”’ 

As Bishop Lightfoot has said: ‘The 
essence of knowing Christ consists in 
knowing the power of his resurrection; 
hence the words ‘and the power of his 
resurrection’ are added by way of ex- 
planation. But these words suggest an- 
other thought; no one can participate 
in his resurrection who has not first 
death. Hence a 
further addition ‘and the fellowship of 
his suffering,’ which logically precedes 
the power of the resurrection,’ as ap- 


participated in his 


pears from the explanation following, 
‘becoming conformed unto his death, if 
by any means [ may attain unto the 
resurrection from the dead.’ ‘The power 
of the resurrection,’ is the power that 
the risen Christ gives to those who are 
united to him in faith: 
the flesh (one’s lower nature); power 
over the world (the trials of life), a 
quickening and stimulating of the whole 
moral and spiritual being; the final res- 
urrection from the dead.” 

Paul adds, ‘‘Not that I have already 
obtained this.’’ His uncertainty ought 
We take it for granted 
that we shall attain unto the resurrec- 
tion from the dead because we believe 
in Jesus. We are so easily satisfied 
with our spiritual attainments. Paul’s 
disclaimer is due in part to his humil- 
ity, in part to his determination not 
to relax his efforts, in part to the fact 
that some Christians in his day did feel 
that they had reached perfection and 
could efforts. Paul 
us here that this attitude is 
dangerous. If we are to reach God’s 
goal for us in this life and in the life 
to come we must 


power over 


to sober us. 


now relax their 


assures 


1. Forget the things which are be- 
hind. We must not misunderstand the 
meaning of this phrase. Paul does not 
mean that we can or should wipe out 
completely the memory of the past. He 
does mean that we should go through 
life with a forward look, and not with 
a backward one, expunging the memory 
of those failures which leave depres- 
sion in their train and of those victories 
which might unduly exalt. Past failure 
has its perils; past victory, it may be, 
“And the gravity of this 
danger lies in the fact that while every 


even more. 
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man must long to escape from the 
thought of defeat, few wish to be free 
from the memories of triumph and sue. 
cess. How often growth continues to a 
certain point, till success smothers it 
and idle contentment takes its place. 
We find it easy to be content with con- 
formity to the average. Measuring our- 
selves by our fellows we find little reg. 
son for criticism and heart-searching. 
We become victims of the past. Noth- 
ing is more perilous to our own sgalva- 
tion, more unworthy of God or more 
hurtful to our ordinary happiness than 
being content as we are.” 

2. Stretch forward to the things which 
are before. The figure here is that of 
a runner, with body bent, every muscle 
strained to reach the goal, the mind 
intent on what is in front, nothing in 
his thoughts which would hinder or dis- 
tract him in the effort which is yet to 
be made. In the Christian life this 
unceasing effort is necessary. We must 
we die. Press on teward 
Toward the goal. Toward what 
The goal that God has set before 
us, the goal to which we as individuals 
have been called, our high calling, the 
particular goal which God has for each 
individual Christian. It is not neces- 
sary that we should see this final goal. 
All we need to do is to stretch for- 
ward toward the thing which is imme- 
diately before us. If we do that—tak- 
ing the steps that lie just ahead, we 
can be sure that we are pressing on 
toward the goal and shall finally win 
the prize which God gives to those who 
continue the race till the end. 


press on or 
what? 
goal? 


For Further Consideration 


Paul suffered the loss of many things 
for Christ, he was willing to suffer the 
loss of all things for Christ. What are 
some of the things which a man must 
be willing to give up for Christ today? 
Wealth, worldly ambition, pride of race, 
pride of class—is it ever necessary to 
surrender these? Are we inclined to 
trust too much in ourselves, our good 
works, our spiritual achievements? 
What men can say today most truth- 
fully, ‘‘we have suffered the loss of all 
things for Christ” 

Paul hoped to gain Christ, the right- 
eousness of Christ, an experiential 
knowledge of the power of Christ. He 
pressed on that he might lay hold on 
that for which also he was laid hold on 
by Christ Jesus. What are our objec- 
tives in life? What is our supreme ob- 
jective for the coming year? Is it possi- 
ble to make “the high calling of God 
in Christ’? simply one objective among 
others? What happens to those who 
try? Will making Christ our supreme 
pursuit narrow or broaden our lives? 

What are some of the things that we 
ought to forget as we launch out into 
the new year? What are some of the 
things that we ought to remember? 


(Title and Scripture selections copy- 
righted by International Council of Re- 
ligious Education.) 
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BOOK NOTES 


MONK IN ARMOR. By Gladys H. 
Barr. Abingdon-Cokesbury Co. Nash- 
ville and New York 256 pp., $3.00. 

Here is a book that has all the in- 
gredients of a good book. A good book 
must have a worthy subject. What 
more interesting and decisive character 
could you ask for than Martin Luther? 
A good book is one that is interestingly 
treated by the author. Within these 
pages you relive the days of the Refor- 
mation with Martin Luther. They are 
days of decision and of fears, days of 
reawakening and of uncertainty, days 
in which the Hand of God writes for- 
cibly. With Luther you meet such men 
as Savonarola, Machiavelli, Albrech 
Durer, Cardinal Cajetan, and through 
these and others one sees the good and 
evil of the Roman Church. 

It is of special interest to Presbyte- 
rians that the author is the wife of one 
of our ministers. She displays her fine, 
womanly qualities by ending her tale 
with Luther’s marriage, and as the re- 
former bends io kiss his wife, he re- 
membered his foster mother’s words: 
“There is nothing more wonderful in 
life, Martin, than the love of a man and 
a woman, when it is in the fear of God.”’ 

This historical novel makes a good 
companion to other more documentary 
lives of Luther. It is true to the facts 
of the Reformation, and what is equally 
commendable, true to the spirit of the 
great reformer. It should be especially 
enjoyed by laymen and ministers alike, 

TOM B. ANDERSON. 

Helena, Ark. 





THE WHITE WITCH DOCTOR. By 
Louise A. Stinetorf. Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia. 276 pp., $3.00. 

“Remember always to shake the 
snakes and scorpions out of your shoes 
in the morning, no matter how big a 
hurry you are in.’’ With this advice 
Ellen Burton was unceremoniously in- 
troduced to life in the African jungles, 
when this legendary maiden from Indi- 
ana reached the tribes of the Congo. 
Her first night in the mission station 
was one of her hair-raising experiences. 
She says, ‘“‘There was a ‘plop’ like a ripe 
apple falling in a puddle of September 
mud, and an enormous python landed 
half on, half over the side of a bale of 
medical supplies not more than three 
feet from the foot of my cot. Still 
shrieking, I catapulted out of my bed 
and leaped for the door.’’ 

This book is a novel based on the 
actual experiences of missionaries in 
the Congo, many of whom, armed with 
only a sense of humor, a child’s faith 
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in prayer and a love for the people 
which could not be limited by the color 
of the skin, actually became Mama to 
thousands of timid, distrustful pygmies. 

Ellen Burton was an odd sort of mis- 
sionary, but for twenty-five years she 
brought much happiness to these jungle 
people who were so widely separated 
from each other by varying concepts of 
sin and virtue, ugliness and beauty, and 
yet bound together by the supreme bond 
of humanity. This is a gripping story 
one will find difficult to put down until 
finished. 

N. J. WARREN. 
Selma, Ala. 


THE PHYSICIAN EXAMINES THE 
BIBLE. By C. Rarmer Smith. Hall- 
mark-Gubner Press, Inc., New York. 
394 pp., $4.25. 

Here is a book by a physician, a 
general practitioner, a Sunday school 
teacher, and an elder of the Christian 
Church. The author has spent much 
time searching the scriptures for Bibli- 
cal references to medicine and has 
thoughifully interpreted many in the 
light of modern medical knowledge. 

This is not the first time a book has 
appeared devoted to medicine in the 
Bible. In 1672 Thomas Barthalinus 
published his DE MORBIS BIBLICIS 
and since then Richard Mead, Moritz 
Steinschneider, Julius Pruiss, and 
Charles J. Brim have followed suit. 

One would think the field has been 
exhausted, but although Dr. Smith has 
not gone back to the ancient Hebrew 
text as did Brim, for example, he has 
none the less produced a readable book 
which should reawaken interest in what 
H. G. Wells called the most remarkable 
collection of ancient documents in the 
world. 

WYNDHAM B. BLANTON, M. D. 

Richmond, Va. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 








The Word Accomplished. A. B. Christo- 
pher. Philosophical Library. $3.75. 

Great Pulpit Masters—F. B, Meyer— 
Volume VI. Fleming H. Revell Co. $2.25. 
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HELP WANTED 





WANTED: TO GET IN TOUCH with peo- 
ple who are deeply interested in needy 
children, for full time service. Needed: 
Capable supervisor and house-mother. 
Apply: Box 128, Anchorage, Kentucky. 
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for this evidence of understanding and concern on the part 


of the First Presbyterian Church, Charleston, West Virginia. 
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We hope that many of our churches will follow the noble example of 
this great church to meet the dire need of retired ministers or the widows of 


ministers. 
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